
Our Lady’s News
 

 

Respect, understanding, affection, humour 

   The RUAH  
A message from the Headteacher 

Graded outstanding in
all areas in our

Diocesan inspection in
December 2024. 

Friday 22nd
 May 2026 

We are here to help. If
you are struggling and

need support, 
please contact your

child’s class teacher or
speak to a member of

school staff at the
school gates.

If you have concerns
about a child, please
contact our school’s
safeguarding team

without delay: 

safeguarding@ourlady
scowley.co.uk 

or
visit the safeguarding

page on our school
website. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We knew that cultures’ week would be good but this week, there has
been an extra special sprinkling of magic in our school. From listening
to a range of Spanish, Irish, Bollywood, African and Polish music at
lunchtimes to art projects from the different continents, we have truly
celebrated who God made us to be - unique individuals with so much
culture to offer to our friends. 

Today we celebrated the feast of Our Lady Help of Christians with
Mass in our school. The children sang brilliantly and the hall was filled
with vibrant colours from the children’s clothes that represented every
nation. A child asked me this week, “Does Our Lady only help
Christians?” The answer is a confident ‘no’ - Our Lady is there to look
after everyone. There is a special feeling within our school; I vividly
remember it from my days as a pupil at Our Lady’s. That feeling is still
here and many visitors comment on it. When I hear this I always return
to the same thought: that Our Lady is constantly looking after our
school and that is what the ‘feeling’ is. 

Next week is half term and I hope that you have a wonderful week as
a family. School holidays are the time to make memories as the time
when the children will be able to make their own decisions will creep
up very quickly. Part of RUAH is Humour and we always say, ‘because
life is just too serious sometimes.’ Now is the time to make the most of
each and every day. For those travelling either abroad or within the
UK, safe journey and we will see you on Monday 1  June 2026. The
children must return on this date! Don’t forget that school starts at
8.40am.

st

Our Lady Help of Christians
Pray for us 

With best wishes 
Ms Davies and all the staff 



Respect, understanding, affection, humour 

Cultures Week 2026
Exploring African Music Through Djembe

Drumming 🎶
Sunshine Nursery explored African
music and took part in a hands-on

djembe drumming session. The children
really enjoyed experimenting with the

different sounds they could create and
worked together to produce some

wonderful rhythms.

 Celebrating Our Cultures in Ruby Class
We used clay to create pieces of art that symbolize
parts of their own culture. Once the pieces are dry,
children will paint them and display the art proudly

in Ruby class as a celebration of our different
cultures.

Understanding Sikhism In Indigo: 
Kalyan and Gurfateh shared insights

about Sikh headcoverings and
answered questions about the Sikh

religion. It was an engaging and
informative question-and-answer

session.
Emerald

has been
exploring

and
creating
beautiful

Aboriginal
dot art!



Cultures Week 2026

Gaelic football
A group of our Year 5 and 6 children took
part in the Gaelic football competition at

Harpenden Rugby Club. 
They represented our school brilliantly,
showing excellent skill, teamwork, and

sportsmanship. 
What a fantastic opportunity for our

children to showcase their talent and
school spirit!

Culture Week at Our Lady’s was a great success! Students and staff celebrated
different cultures through food, music, traditional clothing, and presentations. It
was a fun and exciting week that brought our school community together and
helped everyone learn more about each other’s backgrounds and traditions.

Thank you to everyone who took part and made the week so special!
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News from the classrooms 
Reception Fruit Salad Fun

We had a fantastic time making a delicious
fruit salad in Reception. The children engaged
in lots of conversation throughout the activity,

sharing their thoughts on the colours,
textures, and smells of the different fruits, as
well as discussing which ones they had tried

before and their favourites. They also showed
great recall of why fruit is an important part

of a healthy diet. We were particularly
impressed by their enthusiasm to try fruits

they hadn’t tasted before, with plenty of
“yums” all round.

Maths- Grouping and Sharing
We enjoyed investigating groups in
maths this week in Coral class. We
shared counters and gems equally

in groups.

Exploring Women of the Old
Testament

In RE, the children role-played
interviews with women like
Esther, Ruth, and Deborah. 
They practiced speaking,

listening, and asking questions
while learning about these

women’s courage, faith, and
impact.

Year 3 Scientists in Action!
This week, we are budding scientists in Year 3!
This afternoon, we measured the temperature

of ice as it melted to observe how materials
change state. Afterwards, we used the

Chromebooks to research the melting points
of different materials.
Well done, Lime class!



News from the classrooms 
A Visit from the Mounted Police 🚓🐴

The whole school had a fantastic visit from the mounted police! We had the
opportunity to meet the police horses and learned all about the important role

they played in keeping people safe.
We discovered how the horses were specially trained for busy crowds and

events, and we asked lots of interesting questions about their diet, training, and
daily work. The highlight for many was getting to gently stroke the horses and

seeing just how calm and friendly they were.



Let’s Celebrate  

Attendance Award
Sunflower

Learner Salesian

Sunshine Eric Milo

Buttercup Melvisno Tita

Sunflower Alice Simran

Coral Emil Umaiza

Ruby Reivan Eloah

Scarlett Khadija Alice A

Lime Maryam Alice P (yes, all of the
Alices in school)

Olive Maya A Philippa

Emerald Manha Dante

Indigo Celina Erwin

Aqua Ilya Lily

Sapphire Rainha Rainha (yes, two!)

Learner and 
Salesian of the week







May Halfterm



Dates for your Diary

May

Saturday 23  rd Celebration Mass in Church at 12.00noon to celebrate Salesian
Co-operators. All Welcome

June 

Monday 1  -Friday 5  st th Year 6 PGL Residential 
Year 4 Mulitplication Checks begin-(Tested over 2 weeks)

Saturday 6  th First Holy Communion Mass at our Parish 10.am

Monday 8th Phonics screening week for children in Year 1

Wednesday 10th Cinema Night 3pm-5pm

Friday 19  th

Fathers Day Gift Shop

Wednesday 24  th Greyfriars and Oxford Spires Transfer day for Year 6 children

Friday 26  th Greyfriars Transfer day for Year 6 children 

Saturday 27  th Sacrement of Confirmation in our parish church-Time to be
confirmed 

Monday 29  th Open morning for children new to Reception and Nursery
9.00-10.30am

Tuesday 30  th Open morning for children new to Reception and Nursery
9.00-10.30am



July

Wednesday 1  st Cheney Transfer day for Year 6 children 

Thursday 2  nd Cheney Transfer day for Year 6 children

Friday 3  rd Sports Day for children in Nursery, Reception and Year 1 at 1pm in school

Wednesday 8  th iRock Concert at 9am 

Thursday 9th Transition Day!-Children will meet their new teacher
School Reports will be sent home via Arbor

Friday 10  th
Learning showcase for all parents 08.30-09.15
Year 6 Special showcase
End of Year festival 4pm-7pm

Wednesday 15  th Sports Day for children in Years 2- 6 @ Horspath Athletic Track

Thursday 16th Leavers Mass and picnic @ 1.30pm Parents and extended family welcome

Friday 17th School Finishes for the
summer holidays at 12.30pm
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